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1
METHOD FOR PRODUCING
PRESS-FORMED PRODUCT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention pertains to the filed of producing thin
steel sheet formed products to be applied mainly to automo-
bile bodies, and more specifically, the present invention
relates to a method for producing press-formed products by
heating a steel sheet (blank) as their material to a temperature
not lower than an austenite temperature (Ac, transformation
point) thereof and then press-forming the steel sheet into a
prescribed shape, in which the steel sheet can be given the
shape and at the same time hardened to have prescribed
hardness. In particular, the present invention relates to a
method for producing press-formed products, which makes it
possible to achieve favorable forming in high productivity
without causing fracture, crack, or any other defects during
the press-forming.

BACKGROUND ART

From the viewpoint of global environment protection,
automobile lightening has strongly been desired for the pur-
pose of making fuel-efficient automobiles. When a steel sheet
is used for parts composing a vehicle, lightening has been
attempted by applying a high-strength steel sheet and reduc-
ing the thickness of this steel sheet. On the other hand, to
improve the collision safety of automobiles, further strength-
ening has been required for automobile parts, such as pillars,
and there has been an increasing need for ultrahigh-strength
steel sheets having higher tensile strength.

However, when thin steel sheets are made to have higher
strength, the elongation EL. or r value (Lankford value)
thereof is lowered, resulting in the deterioration of press
formability or shape fixability.

Under these circumstances, to realize high-strength struc-
tural parts for automobiles, a hot pressing method (a so-called
“hot press method”) has been proposed (e.g., Patent Docu-
ment 1), in which both press-forming and improving the
strength of parts by hardening are achieved at the same time.
This technique is a method in which a steel sheet is heated up
to an austenite (y) region not lower than an Ac; transformation
point thereof and then hot press-formed, during which the
steel sheet is simultaneously hardened by being brought into
contact with a press tool at ordinary temperature, to realize
ultrahigh strengthening.

According to such a hot pressing method, the steel sheet is
formed in a state of low strength, and therefore, the steel sheet
exhibits decreased springback (favorable shape fixability),
resulting in the achievement of a tensile strength in the 1500
MPa class by rapid cooling. In this regard, such a hot pressing
method has been called with various names, in addition to a
hot press method, such as a hot forming method, a hot stamp-
ing method, a hot stamp method, and a die quenching method.

FIG. 1 is a schematic explanatory view showing the struc-
ture of a press tool for carrying out hot press-forming as
described above (hereinafter represented sometimes by “hot
pressing”). In FIG. 1, reference numerals 1, 2, 3, and 4 rep-
resent a punch, a die, a blank holder, and a steel sheet (blank),
respectively, and abbreviations BHF, rp, rd, and CL represent
a blank holding force, a punch shoulder radius, a die shoulder
radius, and a clearance between the punch and the die, respec-
tively. In these parts, punch 1 and die 2 have passage 1a and
passage 2a, respectively, formed in the inside thereof,
through which passages a cooling medium (e.g., water) can
be allowed to pass, and the press tool is made to have a
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structure so that these members can be cooled by allowing the
cooling medium to pass through these passages.

When a steel sheet is hot pressed (e.g., subjected to hot
deep drawing) with such a press tool, the forming is started in
a state where a blank (steel sheet 4) is softened by heating to
a temperature not lower than an Ac; transformation point
thereof. That is, steel sheet 4 is pushed into a cavity of die 2
(between the parts indicated by reference numerals 2 and 2 in
FIG. 1) by punch 1 with steel sheet 4 in a high-temperature
state being sandwiched between die 2 and blank holder 3 to
form steel sheet 4 into a shape corresponding to the outer
shape of punch 1 while reducing the outer diameter of steel
sheet 4. In addition, heat is removed from steel sheet 4 to the
press tool (punch 1 and die 2) by cooling punch 1 and die 2 in
parallel with the forming, and the hardening of a material is
carried out by further retaining and cooling steel sheet 4 at the
lower dead point in the forming (the point of time when the
punch head is positioned at the highest level: the state shown
in FIG. 1). Formed products with high dimension accuracy
and strength in the 1500 MPa class can be obtained by carry-
ing out such a forming method. Furthermore, such a forming
method results in that the volume of a pressing machine can
be made smaller because a forming load can be reduced as
compared with the case where parts in the same strength class
are formed by cold pressing.

In the conventional hot pressing, a steel sheet is heated up
to an austenitic region (e.g., about 900° C.) not lower than an
Ac; transformation point thereof, and the steel sheet is then
cooled by a press tool for press-forming while being keptina
high-temperature state. Therefore, the steel sheet may easily
have a temperature difference between its portion coming
into contact with, and its portion not coming into contact with,
the press tool composed of punch 1 and die 2, so that strain
may be concentrated on its portion becoming relatively high
temperature, or so that, for example, in deep drawing, a shrink
flange becomes unshrinkable by cooling, both resulting in the
deterioration of formability, and in particular, thereby making
it difficult to achieve deep drawing.

In the hot pressing, a steel sheet is usually press-formed at
about 700° C. to 900° C. and hardened in a press tool, and
therefore, the steel sheet should be kept at the lower dead
point in the forming (the point of time when the punch head is
positioned at the highest level: the state shown in FIG. 1) for
a certain period of time, resulting in the deterioration of
productivity as compared with cold pressing.

For this reason, various techniques have hitherto been pro-
posed even for increasing productivity. For example, Patent
Document 2 discloses a technique of forming a steel sheet,
while supplying a lubricant, with a press tool having a lubri-
cant supply port so that a blank holding portion (blank holder
3 shown in FIG. 1) is easily shrunk and the steel sheet easily
flows into a vertical wall portion (vertical wall portion of the
press tool). However, this technique not only makes the struc-
ture of the press tool complicated, but also cannot solve a
fundamental problem that the steel sheet easily has a tempera-
ture difference therein.

Patent Document 3 discloses a processing method of form-
ing a steel sheet, while successively processing its portion
becoming high temperature, and cooling its portion coming to
have a smaller sheet thickness. However, even in this tech-
nique, the structure of a press toll is made complicated, and
for example, in the case of deep drawing, it becomes difficult
to maintain a shrink flange at high temperatures.

Patent Document 4 discloses a method of forming a steel
sheet, while controlling the displacement of a blank holding
portion depending on the sum of sheet thickness and clear-
ance. This technique is effective in the case where a blank
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holder is a uniform shrink flange such as in cylindrical cup
deep drawing. However, complicated forming results in the
distribution of the location where wrinkle occurs and the
location where wrinkle does not occur, and therefore, contact
pressure is increased on crest and trough portions at the loca-
tion where wrinkle occurs (peaks and bottoms of irregulari-
ties) and the temperature of their portions is more lowered,
resulting in a distribution of strength in its entirety. As a result,
the flowing of a blank into the vertical wall portion becomes
unstable, instead resulting in the deterioration of deep
drawability.

By the way, when a steel sheet is heated up to an austenite
region (e.g., about 900° C.) not lower than an Ac; transfor-
mation point thereof, the steel sheet is exposed to the air for
several seconds when being moved from a heating oven to a
press-forming machine, resulting in the formation of oxide
layers (scales) on the surface of the steel sheet. The scales fall
out in the press-forming, which become the cause for the
formation of press marks and other defects. Furthermore, the
presence of such scale marks deteriorates the application of a
corrosion-resistant coating, and therefore, it becomes neces-
sary to remove the scales by peening or any other treatment
after the press-forming.

As an attempt to avoid the disadvantages caused by the
formation of scales, surface-treated steel sheets, such as alu-
minized, galvanized, or galvannealed steel sheets, have been
used as a material (blank) for press-forming, but this attempt
has another disadvantage that surface treatment drives costs
up and requires long time at the stage of heating (makes it
impossible to heat the steel sheets rapidly in order to keep
plated layers and achieve alloying). Furthermore, the forma-
tion of scales may also be avoided by controlling the atmo-
sphere in a heating oven or around a press-forming machine,
but this is not realistic because of its need for a large-sized
apparatus.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent [Laid-open Publication
(Kokai) No. 2002-102980

Patent Document 2: Japanese Patent [Laid-open Publication
(Kokai) No. 2007-75835

Patent Document 3: Japanese Patent [aid-open Publication
(Kokai) No. 2006-192480

Patent Document 4: Japanese Patent [Laid-open Publication
(Kokai) No. 2005-297042

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

The present invention has been made in view of the above-
described circumstances, and its object is to provide a method
for producing press-formed products without making the
structure of a press tool complicated and without causing
disadvantages by the unavoidable formation of scales on the
surface of a steel sheet, which products have favorable form-
ability in a level so as to be able to be produced by deep
drawing.

Means for Solving the Problems
The method of the present invention for producing a press-

formed product, which method was able to achieve the object
described above, is characterized in that when a formed prod-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

uct is produced by press-forming a thin steel sheet with a
punch and a die, the thin steel sheet is heated to a temperature
not lower than an Ac; transformation point thereof, and the
forming is then started, wherein the forming is carried out so
that a temperature difference in the thin steel sheet is adjusted
to be not higher than 200° C. at a stage when the thin steel
sheet has reached one third of a forming height.

As a specific method for forming a thin steel sheet so that
a temperature difference in the thin steel sheet is adjusted to
be not higher than 200° C., there can be mentioned an
embodiment where the forming is carried out so that the time
from the start of the forming to the finish of the forming is
adjusted to be not longer than 0.3 seconds.

In the method of the present invention, the forming may be
started at a temperature higher than a martensitic transforma-
tion start temperature Ms of the steel sheet (more specifically,
the forming is started at a temperature not higher than 800°
C.), but the forming may also be started at a temperature not
higher than a martensitic transformation start temperature Ms
of the steel sheet. In particular, when the forming of a steel
sheet is started at a temperature not higher than a martensitic
transformation start temperature Ms of the steel sheet, it does
not cause disadvantages by the formation of scales on the
surface of the steel sheet.

In addition, the method of the present invention is particu-
larly effective when drawing is carried out with a blank
holder, and even if it is applied to such a forming method,
favorable formability can be secured without making the
structure of a press tool complicated and without causing
fracture or crack.

Effect of the Invention

According to the present invention, it became possible
favorable forming without causing fracture, crack, or any
other defects during the forming because a thin steel sheet is
heated to a temperature not lower than an Ac; transformation
point thereof, and the thin steel sheet is then formed so that a
temperature difference in the thin steel sheet is adjusted to be
not higher than 200° C. at a stage when the thin steel sheet has
reached one third of a forming height from the start of the
forming.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic explanatory view showing the struc-
ture of a press tool for carrying out hot press-forming.

FIG. 2 is an explanatory view showing a state where a steel
sheet has early reached the limit of forming.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

The present inventors have studied from various angles to
produce press-formed products having favorable formability
in high productivity without causing fracture, crack, or any
other defects during the forming when a thin steel sheet is
heated to a temperature not lower than an Ac; transformation
point thereof and then press-formed. As a result, they have
found that favorable formability can be secured, if a thin steel
sheet is heated to a temperature not lower than an Ac; trans-
formation point Ac, thereof and the forming is carried out so
that a temperature difference in the thin steel sheet is adjusted
to be not higher than 200° C. at a stage when the thin steel
sheet has reached one third of a forming height from the start
of the forming, thereby completing the present invention.

The “forming height” as used in the present invention
refers to the height of a product after press-forming. In the
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present invention, favorable formability can be secured, if a
temperature difference in a thin steel sheet is not higher than
200° C. at a stage when the thin steel sheet has reached one
third of a forming height (this stage is referred to sometimes
as the “early stage of forming”) from the start of the press-
forming. However, a subsequent temperature difference may
become greater depending on the forming conditions (cool-
ing conditions). That is, as described below, a means for
controlling a temperature difference to be not higher than
200° C. may include the “case of acting so that a temperature
difference becomes smaller (e.g., the case of heating a press
tool from the beginning)” and the “case of acting so that a
temperature difference becomes greater (e.g., the case of
increasing the forming rate)”. In the former case, there is no
problem because a temperature difference becomes smaller
from the early stage of forming to the finish of the forming. In
the latter case, however, even if there is no temperature dif-
ference (not higher than 200° C.) atthe early stage of forming,
a subsequent temperature difference may sometimes become
greater (e.g., the case of increasing the forming rate in the
beginning and decreasing the forming rate later). Even when
such a method is adopted, a temperature difference as
described above may preferably be secured at the final stage.
In this regard, however, even in such a case, favorable form-
ability can be exhibited, if a temperature difference is secured
to be not higher than 350° C. at the final stage.

For example, when deep drawing is carried out with a press
tool having a structure shown in FIG. 1, a blank portion
(portion sandwiched between die 2 and blank holder 3) cor-
responding to a blank holder (blank holder 3 shown in FIG. 1)
is lower in temperature than other blank portions. In such a
state, a temperature difference may easily become generated
in the blank (steel sheet).

The present inventors have made a cylindrical tube draw-
ing experiment in which a steel sheet with a chemical element
composition shown in Table 1 below is first heated to 900° C.
(this steel sheet has an Ac; transformation point of 830° C.
and a martensitic transformation start temperature Ms of411°
C.) and then subjected to cylindrical cup drawing by the
above-described procedure (with respect to the other detailed
conditions, see Example below) with a press tool (press tool
temperature: 20° C.) shown in FIG. 1 above. As a result, they
have found that the steel sheet has early reached the limit of
forming, if the press-forming is started at 800° C., but it
becomes possible to achieve favorable formability and there-
fore to make deep drawing to the lower dead point in the
forming, if the press-forming is started at 600° C. (after rap-
idly cooling down to 600° C. at a cooling rate not lower than
a critical cooling rate).

TABLE 1
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third of a forming height, a temperature difference of which
became 240° C. On the other hand, when the press-forming
was started at 600° C., the temperature of a high-temperature
portion of the steel sheet was 580° C. and the temperature of
alow-temperature portion (a portion corresponding to a blank
holding portion) of the steel sheet was 420° C., both at the
stage when the steel sheet has reached one third of a forming
height, a temperature difference of which became 160° C.

Furthermore, in the case where the same steel sheet as
described above was used and the press tool temperature was
set to be 20° C. or 600° C., a study was made on a state when
the steel sheet was press-formed at a start temperature of 800°
C.or750° C. As aresult, when the press tool temperature was
set to be 20° C., the steel sheet had early reached the limit of
forming in any case where the forming start temperature was
800° C. or 750° C., but when the press tool temperature was
set to be 600° C., it becomes possible to achieve favorable
formability and therefore to make deep drawing to the lower
dead point in the forming, in any case where the forming start
temperature was 800° C. or 750° C.

Further studies were made on the basis of these results. As
aresult, it was found that favorable formability can be secured
until the end of forming when a thin steel sheet is heated to a
temperature not lower than an Ac; transformation point
thereof, and a temperature difference in the thin steel sheet is
adjusted to be not higher than 200° C. at the early stage of
forming when the thin steel sheet has reached one third of a
forming height from the start of the forming.

The cause for the occurrence of such a phenomenon can be
considered as follows. That is, if the thin steel sheet has a
temperature distribution in which a temperature difference in
the thin steel sheet is higher than 200° C. at the early stage of
forming when the thin steel sheet has reached one third of a
forming height from the start of the forming, it is considered
that the thin steel sheet falls into a state of easily causing local
deformation (a locally deformed portion is indicated by A in
FIG. 2) during the forming as shown in F1G. 2, resulting in the
deterioration of formability. On the other hand, if a tempera-
ture difference in the thin steel sheet is not higher than 200° C.
atthe early stage of forming, it is considered that the thin steel
sheet falls into a state of hardly causing local deformation as
described above, resulting in the exhibition of favorable
formability. The temperature difference described above may
preferably be not higher than 150° C. (more preferably not
higher than 100° C.). If the temperature difference is adjusted
to be low in a too much strict manner, the control of the
temperature difference becomes difficult, resulting in the
deterioration of workability.

Chemical element composition (wt %) of blank*

C Si Mn P S Cu Al Ni Cr Ti B N
0.23 0.18 1.28 0.013 0.002 0.08 0.041 0.01 0.21 0.023 0.0029 0.0041
*Remainder: iron and unavoidable impurities other than P, S, and N
The cause for the occurrence of phenomenon described

above was studied by numerical analysis in the simulation
with an axisymmetric model. As a result, when the press-
forming was started at 800° C., the temperature of a high-
temperature portion of the steel sheet was 780° C. and the
temperature of a low-temperature portion (a portion corre-
sponding to a blank holding portion) of the steel sheet was
540° C., both at the stage when the steel sheet had reached one

65

As ameans for adjusting a temperature differential in a thin
steel sheet to be not higher than 200° C. at the early stage of
forming from the start of press-forming, various methods can
be adopted, such as methods (1) to (4) below.

(1) Controlling the forming start temperature and the press
tool temperature to control a temperature difference in the
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steel sheet to be low [e.g., lowering the forming start tem-
perature or raising the press tool temperature (or both are used
in combination)].

(2) Controlling the forming rate (e.g., increasing the form-
ing rate so that the time of heat conduction is shortened
between the steel sheet and the press tool).

(3) Decreasing a heat transfer coefficient between the blank
and the press tool (e.g., ceramics is used as a material of the
press tool to make difficult heat transfer from the steel sheet to
the press tool).

(4) Forming the steel sheet while cooling portions other
than a blank holding portion (e.g., forming the steel sheet
while supplying air or a cooling gas to the press tool).

The method of the present invention can achieve the above-
described effect, if it meets the requirement that “a tempera-
ture different in the thin steel sheet is not higher than 200° C.”
in the early stage of forming. The forming start temperature is
not particularly limited, and the forming may be started at a
temperature higher than a martensitic transformation start
temperature Ms of the thin steel sheet, or the forming may be
started at a temperature not higher than a martensitic trans-
formation start temperature Ms of the thin steel sheet. In
particular, when the forming of a steel sheet is started at a
temperature not higher than a martensitic transformation start
temperature Ms of the steel sheet, the steel sheet falls into a
temperature range where the surface oxidation of the steel
sheet hardly occurs, and therefore, it leads to an additional
advantage that the formation of scales on the surface of the
steel sheet can be avoided.

The Ac, transformation point of the steel sheet shown in
Table 1 above means an austenite transformation completion
temperature Ac; when the steel sheet is heated, and it can be
calculated by formula (1) below. In addition, the martensitic
transformation start temperature Ms described above is a
value calculated by formula (2) below (see, e.g., “Heat Treat-
ment,” 41(3), 164-169, 2001, Tatsuro KUNITAKE, “Predic-
tion of Ac,, Ac;, and Ms Transformation Points of Steel by
Empirical Formulae™).

Ac; transformation point (° C.)=-230.5x[C]+31.6x
[Si]-20.4x[Mn]-39.8x[Cu]-18.1x[Ni]-14.8x
[Cr]+16.8x[Mo]+912 (1)

Ms (° C.)=560.5-{407.3x[C]+7.3x[Si]+37.8x[Mn]+

20.5x[Cu]+19.5x[Ni]+19.8[Cr]+4.5x[Mo] } )

where [C], [Si], [Mn], [Cu], [Ni], [Cr], and [Mo] indicate C,
Si, Mn, Cu, Ni, Cr, and Mo contents (wt %), respectively.

The method of the present invention can achieve the above-
described object by appropriately controlling a temperature
distribution in a steel sheet at the early stage of forming. Such
an effect becomes prominently exhibited when a steel sheet is
subjected to cylindrical cup deep drawing (i.e., forming liable
to cause a temperature distribution) with a press tool having a
blank holder. In this regard, however, the method of the
present invention is construed to include the case where a
steel sheet is subjected to square cup deep drawing and the
case where a steel sheet is subjected to ordinary press-form-
ing (e.g., stretch forming), and the effect of the present inven-
tion can be achieved even in the case where formed products
are produced by any of such methods. Furthermore, the
method of the present invention only needs the control of a
temperature distribution in a steel sheet but does not need
making the structure of a press tool complicated.

The following will describe the present invention in detail
by way of Examples, but the present invention is not limited
to the Examples described below. The present invention can
be put into practice after appropriate modifications or varia-
tions within a range capable of meeting the gist described
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above and below, all of which are included in the technical
scope of the present invention.

EXAMPLES

Steel with a chemical element composition shown in Table
1 above was rolled to have a thickness of 1.0 mm or 1.4 mm
by an ordinary means. This steel sheet was punched out into
round blanks having a diameter (blank diameter) of 100 mm
for experiments (therefore, these blanks had an Ac, transfor-
mation point of 830° C. and a martensitic transformation start
temperature Ms of 411° C.).

The round blanks were subjected to cylindrical cup draw-
ing with a press tool, in which the head shape of a punch was
round (49.75 mm in diameter), (i.e., a cylindrical cup die and
a cylindrical cup punch), (see FIG. 1 above), according to the
method of the present invention. At that time, the blanks were
heated with an electric oven (the atmosphere of which was not
controlled), the heating temperature of which was set to be
900° C.

The forming experiments were carried out with a press tool
shown in FIG. 1 above, which was placed in a crank press
machine. The time (forming time) from the contact of the
press tool with the blank to the stop of the press tool at the
lower dead point in the forming was adjusted in the range of
from 0.1 seconds to 0.7 seconds to adjust a temperature dif-
ference in each steel sheet. The other press-forming condi-
tions are as described below.

(The other press-forming conditions)

Blank holding force: 3 tons

Die shoulder radius rd: 5 mm

Punch shoulder radius rp: 5 mm

Clearance CL between punch and die: 1.32/2+[1.0 or 1.4
(steel sheet thickness)] mm

Forming height: 37 mm

The results are shown in Table 2 below. In Table 2, the letter
“A” indicates that favorable formability was achieved without
causing fracture or crack and it was possible to make deep
drawing to the lower dead point in the forming (the state
shown in FIG. 1 above), and the letter “B” indicates that
fracture or crack was caused during the forming (e.g., the
state shown in FIG. 2 above). In addition, with respect to each
of the thin steel sheets which were able to undergo the form-
ing, a temperature difference in the thin steel sheet at the early
stage of forming was measured with a laser beam radiation
thermometer, and a temperature distribution during the form-
ing was calculated by numerical simulation, both of which
were found to be controlled not higher than 200° C. On the
other hand, in each of the steel sheets which caused fracture or
crack during the forming, a temperature difference in the steel
sheet at the early stage of forming was found to become
higher than 200° C.

TABLE 2
Temperature
difference in
Sheet Forming Forming start  blank at time of
thickness time temperature Y4 forming Forming
(mm) (sec.) (°C) (°C) results
1.0 0.1 800 155 A
1.0 0.1 750 165 A
1.0 0.3 800 205 B
1.0 0.3 750 190 A
14 0.3 800 180 A
14 0.3 750 175 A
1.0 0.5 800 235 B
1.0 0.5 750 225 B
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TABLE 2-continued
Temperature
difference in
Sheet Forming Forming start  blank at time of
thickness time temperature Y4 forming Forming
(mm) (sec.) (°C) (°C) results
14 0.5 800 215 B
14 0.5 750 195 A
14 0.7 800 260 B
14 0.7 750 240 B

As can be seen from these results, it is understood that
favorable formability can be secured by adjusting the forming
time (i.e., forming rate) (and preferably further adjusting the
forming start temperature) to avoid the formation of a tem-
perature distribution.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The method of the present invention includes heating a thin
steel sheet to a temperature not lower than an Ac; transfor-
mation point thereof and then starting the press-forming,
wherein the forming is carried out so that a temperature
difference in the thin steel sheet is adjusted to be not higher
than 200° C. at a stage when the thin steel sheet has reached
one third of a forming height. Thus, the method of present
invention makes it possible to produce press-formed products
having favorable formability in a level so as to be able to be
produced by deep drawing.

EXPLANATION OF NUMERALS

1 Punch

2 Die

3 Blank holder

4 Blank (steel sheet)

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for producing a formed product by press-
forming a thin steel sheet with a punch and a die, comprising:

heating the thin steel sheet to a temperature not lower than

an Ac; transformation point thereof;

then starting the press-forming; and

cooling the thin steel sheet after starting the press-forming,

wherein the press-forming is carried out so that a tempera-

ture difference between different areas of the thin steel
sheet is adjusted via the cooling to be not higher than
200° C. at a stage when the thin steel sheet has reached
one third of a forming height, and the press-forming is
carried out so that the time from the start of the press-
forming to the finish of the press-forming is adjusted to
be not longer than 0.3 seconds.

2. The production method according to claim 1, wherein
the press-forming is carried out by drawing with a blank
holder.

3. The production method according to claim 1, wherein
the cooling comprises controlling a forming start tempera-
ture, a temperature of the punch and a temperature of the die.

4. The production method according to claim 1, wherein
the cooling comprises controlling a forming rate.

5. The production method according to claim 1, wherein
the cooling comprises decreasing a heat transfer coefficient
between the thin steel sheet, the punch and the die.

6. The production method according to claim 1, wherein
the cooling comprises the press-forming of the thin steel sheet
while cooling portions of the thin steel sheet not in contact
with a blank holder.
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7. A method for producing a formed product by press-

forming a thin steel sheet with a punch and a die, comprising:

heating the thin steel sheet to a temperature not lower than
an Ac; transformation point thereof;

performing a first cooling to the thin steel sheet;

then starting the press-forming; and

performing a second cooling to the thin steel sheet after

starting the press-forming,

wherein the press-forming is started at a temperature

higher than a martensitic transformation start tempera-
ture Ms of the thin steel sheet and not higher than 800°
C., and the press-forming is carried out so that a tem-
perature difference between different areas of the thin
steel sheet is adjusted via the second cooling to be not
higher than 200° C. at a stage when the thin steel sheet
has reached one third of a forming height.

8. The production method according to claim 7, wherein
the press-forming is carried out by drawing with a blank
holder.

9. The production method according to claim 7, wherein
the second cooling comprises controlling a forming start tem-
perature, a temperature of the punch and a temperature of the
die.

10. The production method according to claim 7, wherein
the second cooling comprises controlling a forming rate.

11. The production method according to claim 7, wherein
the second cooling comprises decreasing a heat transfer coef-
ficient between the thin steel sheet, the punch and the die.

12. The production method according to claim 7, wherein
the second cooling comprises the press-forming of the thin
steel sheet while cooling portions of the thin steel sheet not in
contact with a blank holder.

13. A method of producing a formed product by press-
forming a thin steel sheet with a punch and a die, comprising:

heating the thin steel sheet to a temperature not lower than

an Ac; transformation point thereof;

performing a first cooling to the thin steel sheet;

then start the press-forming; and

performing a second cooling to the thin steel sheet after

starting the press-forming,

wherein the press-forming is started at a temperature not

higher than a martensitic transformation start tempera-
ture Ms of the thin steel sheet, and the press-forming is
carried out so that a temperature difference between
different areas of the thin steel sheet is adjusted via the
second cooling to be not higher than 200° C. at a stage
when the thin steel sheet has reached one third of a
forming height.

14. The production method according to claim 13, wherein
the press-forming is carried out by drawing with a blank
holder.

15. The production method according to claim 13, wherein
the second cooling comprises controlling a forming start tem-
perature, a temperature of the punch and a temperature of the
die.

16. The production method according to claim 13, wherein
the second cooling comprises controlling a forming rate.

17. The production method according to claim 13, wherein
the second cooling comprises decreasing a heat transfer coef-
ficient between the thin steel sheet, the punch and the die.

18. The production method according to claim 13, wherein
the second cooling comprises the press-forming of the thin
steel sheet while cooling portions of the thin steel sheet not in
contact with a blank holder.

#* #* #* #* #*



